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| he origin of the Waltz has been the subject of much controversy. There 
is, however, little doubt but that it was an adaptation of the “Landler,” a 
dance indulged in extensively by the peasants of southern Germany. 


Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert and Weber—each in his turn, contributed 
much in developing the Waltz. 


In France, the Waltz made its appearance between 1792 and 1801, and a 
few years later was introduced in England. Here it was greeted with a 
storm of criticism, but in spite of its initial reception, achieved rapid 
popularity. 


In the early part of the nineteenth century, the composition of Waltzes for 
dancing was almost entirely in the hands of Viennese writers, and it was 
Johann Strauss the elder, who introduced the style of naming them. 
In Vienna, under the Strauss family, the Waltz became fixed in the form 
in which we now know it, i.e. an introduction, generally in slow tempo and 
foreshadowing the principal motive of the composition, followed by five 
or six separate waltzes, and ending with a Coda recapitulating the prin- 
cipal themes. 


Johann Strauss II was born in Vienna, October 25, 1825. He studied music 
against the wishes of his father, and later conducted his orchestra in all the 
principal cities of Europe, including St. Petersburg, where he was received 
magnificently. He conducted, too, at the brilliant Court Balls in Vienna. 
In addition to his famous Waltz compositions, he wrote several charming 
operettas among which were “The Bat” and “The Gypsy Baron.” Richard 
Wagner, commenting on his compositions, said in раге... “They far surpass 
in charm, finish and real musical worth, hundreds of artificial compositions 
of his contemporaries.” Strauss died in 1899. 


Emile Waldteufel, who was Strauss? most eminent contemporary in the 
Waltz field, was born in Strassburg, December 9, 1837. He studied at the 
Paris Conservatoire under Marmontel and Laurent and his compositions 
brought him great popularity. Among his distinctions, was his appointment 
as composer to the Empress Eugenie, and director of the Court Balls. He 
died in Paris, in 1915. 
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